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ie is Mentioned in the Bizth Number. of thi - 
Magazine, that after the Sixteenth Century, there were 
various denominations of clergymen, bet a thofe of the 
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minifers Elders, until they undertook to .enforce uni- 
formity by law, which led to whipping, imprifoning, and 
banithing the Baptifts, and hanging the Quakers ; after 
this we find the old fcriptural name Exper laid afide, 
» -and the fame name received which originated in the 
rharch of Rome; viz, Clergyman. Now they are called 
Congregational, and Prefoyterian Clergy. 

In the eighteenth century fuch an order of men 
were known in this country, as Roman Catholic clergy, 
Epifcopal, Prefbyterian, and Congregational clergy. 
Thefe are all one order of men, in different\denomina- 
tions of anti-chriftian churches. The chief difference 
among thefe denominations, confifls in the name, and 
notin the things. . They are all mere zealous of their 
traditions, than of the {criptures of truth, They~fhew 

wa great zeal for old paper covenants, platforms, articles 

7 sot faith, prayer books, catechifms, church and ftate -reli- 

gion, and to be called of men Rabbi, or Doctor. This 
was, and is their character tothe prefent day. 

The independence of the United States produced a 
Great over-turn in the affairs of the clergy in the lalt cen- 
tury, and it is felt more by them in this century, than it 
was in the laft. 

_, Many of the clergy in the fouthern ftates ‘before the 
American war, were a fet of lazy, wicked, drunken 
awretches, fupported by law for life. 

- + » When we were feparated from England, their 
fiream dried up; they being Epiftopalians, and they 
were like fith cho; ig to. death inthe air... In New- 
England, their influence is greatly diminifhed in confe- 
quence of an increafe of knowledge among the people, 
refpeGling religion and government. 

~~ In the prefent eentury, (X1X) the flate of the cler- 
cy. is very fingulars pe gore: eer Egle, They 
are frequently dilmi Te edsgIn Porti- 
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tliey are fo heavy as to fink, In~New-Hampfhire, the 
law is fuch that it is difficult to bind the people to them, 
fo ftrong,as to prevent their béing left to readto the walls. 
InMaffachofetts,they have a law to oblige pores to have 
preaching three months out of every fix, Or pay a fine of 
from 40 to 100 dollars. This mill for grinding the face 
of the poor, probably will eré long ftop, for want of 
force to — the wheel. In Connedticut, the Federa/, 


Clerical wheel is greatly clogged with ice and back water, 


o 


and will finally ftop. 
I do not recolleét of any Baptif? Clergy, until this 


prefent century. The minifters of that denomination, __ 
until of late, were called Elders ; but now they are Cale’ 


led the baptift clergy ;. being in the fame city with” 


others, they of courfe wear the fame name. It is 9 @u- © 


riofit# to read the Maffachufetts annual regifter, and fir 
in Bofton, a Romian Catholic D. D. Epifcopal D. D- 


Congregational D. D. Baptifté D»D. Can any man of - 


common fenfe fuppofe ‘there are four kinds of Divinity 
to be had in Bolton ? The minilters of thefe four denom- 





ihations have one title; like fo many generals at the. 
head of different.companies, under one king ; to fee their 
uniform on public days, (a furplice and band) proves 
that they have one king, for they all go forth in Banos. 


Prov. xxx. 27. There was oneéa great difference be- 
tween the clergy and the elders among the Baptills ; but 


the difference between the baptift clergy» is chiefly in 


baptifm ; in otlier things there is hardly any difference 
at all; efpecially in‘New-England. — 

The other clergy infil on a céllege education; fo 
do the baptift clergy The other clergy have human 
titles; fodo they. The other clergy imfift on articles 


of faith ; platforms, affociations; and Miffidaary focieties, 


fo do they. “The other elergy do not aliow. ‘apy to fpeak 
in their meetingshoufes but themifelves, fo it ig with many 
of the baptitt clergy. “The other clergy read notes in- 
ftead of preaching, fo do many of the baprift clergy. 
The other clergy are fupported by law, and are Rate 
minifters, fo are many_of the ’baptift clergy. ‘The other 
clergy inflead cf preaching from place to place, are con- 
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fined to one town ; fo it is wit! many ofthe baptilt cler- 
gy. The other clergy are failing in their influence a- 
mong the people in general ; {0 are the baptift clergy. 
Finally, the clergy are running out; atthe prefent day, 
and of courfe my hiftory of them mutt end. 

_I hall ate. this fketch ; with a fhort account of the 
clergy in Ruflia ; froma late account of them, in a book 
entitled, *“‘ Secret Memoirs of the court of Peterfburg, 
towards the end of the reign of Catherine II, and the 
commencement of that of Panui I.” 

_, * The moft defpicable and. moft defpifed of all per- 
ms in Rufia, are the priefts. Many of. them cannot 
en read; yet they are more defpicable for their drunt- 
t ennefs and intemperance, than for their grofs ignorance, 
There are femiparies for their tuition, indeed ; but it is 
~ nat always necéflary for a man tohave been édcated ; in 
‘them, in order tu become a prieft. A father bequeaths 
to his fon his living, his church and his flock; for this he 
" “Wants nothing ely the confent of his Lord, who eafily 
obtains that of the bifhop. . If a fon be able, as his fath- 
‘er was before him, to read a little in the Sclavonian !an- 
@uaze, fay mafs, and chant vefpers, he is matter of his 
trade, and follows it. He: often gets drunk, and fights 
with his parifhioners who notw ithftanding kifs his issn, 
and afk his blefling, "agter they have given him a drabiing. 
It is not uncommon in the ftreets of Mufco and Peterf- 
burg, tO meet drunten priefs and monks, reeling along, 
fwearing, finging, and infulting the > pallengers, male and 
female. ”? ‘ 
When I. ialinesecr the hiftory of the clergy for 
hundreds of years.paf ; and confider the fufferings of 
millions of poor wretches in confequence of their igzor- 
ance, pride, and cafe, my foul mourns within me to view 
thefe things ; and at the prefent day, to fee the ignorance 
people are kept in by this fame clafs of men, I cannot 
but fay, “ how long O Lord, ere thy people fhall be de. 
livered out. of their hand, and from their doétrines and 
commands, which lead men to ¢onfider the commands 
of God of no effe&! OQ may the happy day.come, when 
the minifters of dit 4 traveland preach Chrift, where. 
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‘ a 4 im Se tid < 
theie locufts have gon Deg + terse ‘ee woligint 
, having devoured that © Bis ; 
int fenling we the waters with their oy oe 
This imperfeét {ketch mult fuffice at pre i. va 

pect hereafter, ifmy life and health.is fpared, 


the “principles the clergy have acted upon through 


different centuries where’ their hiftory 1s cules 
Se cay rte igen eal hata 
to hold up to the publie.the cel aculeney ak 

his clafs of men for ages and ge dias - 

in ‘hie will be of much ge or hte ta be, ot 
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As this number clofes the firlt ian a te. 

the propofal to fubferibers; I fhall Phe A” sae 

rt, either in numbers to make a fecond’v : aie | 
i form of a News-paper publifhed every othe *; 

whioh I fhall do is not yet determined. . 
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preceding numbers I have netibed e. 
inci I Mee ert Chrift, which are Pais ep | 
‘ied t have written upon, viz. Repentance, wy a ve 
tifms Laying’on of hands, coe, pabdamertabei > ieee 
The lat one of the fix, is, « ETERNAL Juve oie 
‘This laft, is of all the moft ee a mentee 3 
t is ca al judgment; ne . : 
é apg eae aie judgment then oe ni bo 
wil will be final ;» there will be no appeal from 
tence pafled at thatday. eh 
aa “aacie: igi 271, whick 
* “See the defoription-of: tits kind of religion page 
cottine he cutine of Seana ero 
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A: fature- judgment is plainly defcribed in the fcrip- 
tures; particularly inthe New:Teftament. This will be 


_ at the end of this world ;. after the thoufand years of 


pa, Chrift’s.reign upon earth. What we know concerning 
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“the day of Judgment is recorded in the fcriptures, and 


witnefled to men by the fpirit of God ; which reproves of 
jadgment. ‘The day.of judgment means the time when 


arighteous fentence will be pafled on all men according 


to their works.. Thisis. particularly mentiontd by Jefus 
nd the apoftles. Matth. xii. 36, *“But I fay-unto 
hat every idle word that men {hall fpeak, they fhall 
ount thereof.at the pay or JupGcment:” 2 Pet. 
tie Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly ovt 
tations, andto referve the unjuft. unto the day 
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of ¢ 
ent, to be punifhed.”’ 

. This eternal judgment God has given aflurance of 
unto all men, by raifing up Chrift to be the judge of the 
quick and dead. Paul reafoned of this eternal.judgment 
before Felix; which mace him tremble. The certainty 
of the judgment will appear in the following manner ; 

es God govern.the world? Yes. Is he a righteous 
TNor : What is the. character of 

hiteous- Gcvernot ? He rewards the righteous and 
punifheth the wicked. Are the righteous rewarded. and 
the wicked punifhed in the prefent life? They are not. 
If God the righteous Governor, rewards the righteous, 
and punilhes the wicked; and the righteous are not re- 
ded nor the wicked punifhed in this world; how can 
this be true ? The only way this can be true isy that there 
vill be a day. when God will reward the righteous and 









 ? He. certainly is. 


| punith the: wicked. 


jefus Chrift is.ordained of God to be the judge-at 

that day. Adis x. 43, “And he commanded us to 
preach unto the people, ad to teftify that it is he that 
was ordained of God to be the judge of.quick and dead.” 
Aés xvit, go, ‘ Becaufe he hath appointed a day in the 
which he wiil judge the world in righteoufneds, by that 
man he hath ordained, whereof he hath given aflurance 
uato all men, in that he hath raifed him from the dead.” 
_ This eternal judgment, when the wicked will be 
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burnt‘up like the tares, when the judge fays depart, is. 
awfully folemn. What amazing fcwnes prefent them- 
felves to our aftonifhed minds, while meditating on this 
eternal judgment! When the wheels of time are ftrack — 
off, and, “ everlafling clofes up the fcene.”” * How mult the ~ 
folemnity be increafed, when Chrift the judge is feen 
coming on a,cloud to judge the world in righteoufnefs ! 
dreffed in robes of vengeance, in all his glory and of the 
holy angels. “ O how unlike to the-babe of Bethlehem, 
er the man which ed on Calvary! This is he who. 
was long before appointed to be the judge of quick ane 
dead! Lo, he comes to take vengeance on them who ¢ 
bey.not. the gofpe?, and to be glorified in all the} 
believe. With what majefty will he be feated on th 
cloud in the air, while he fhews his power to jidpe.the - 
world ! . wa 7 
What an awful move Pi the dead’muft there _ 
be, when the trump of Ged fhiall call the fleeping mil- ~~ 
lions from their graves, to ftand divided before their> ~ 
judge, to hear the laft word, come ye bleffed; or depart; 
ye curfed! while the:heavens and earth -are all on fire 
Iz we are not beyond meafure ftupid, this prineiple of — 
the doctrine of Chrift’muft.lead us te afk the all impor- 
tant queftion; am J ready.to meet my judge whenever he comes? * 
I clofe my remarks on this principle, with a fhort 
addrefs : ig Bo Ail, 
1« To the ungodly....This prineiple is calculated tos 
alarm-every impenitent.on earth. Remember, O unbes” 
liever, that you are condemned already, and that the 
judgment is haftening,. when the unbelieving will be 
punifhed with_everlafting .defteudtion from: the prefence 
of the Lord and the glory ofhis power. ‘ Repent ye - 
and turn. yourfelves from all your tranfgreffions, and fo 
iniquity. fhall not prove your mim.” = 
2. Tothofe "ho love the judge of quick and dead. . 
Beloved brethren, fome of you are called to pafs through 
trying fcenes. in this prefent life ;.but.remember this. 
principle of the doétrine of Chrift teaches you to look for 
the coming ofthe judge, who will raife you from the 
dead, and make you equal to angels, to enjoy his love 


aa 2 
Pea 
AN 
% 




























~~ 


t Pa #4 









( 271 ) 


in:one etérnal day. Let every reader: confider:the im. 
portance of’attending to thefe fix principles of: the doc- 
trine of Chrift, and= give diligence’ to be found of the 
idge in peace, that each one may have boldnefs in 
the day of judgment, as. thofe who not.only call him 
rd, but do the things. he commands us: So an en- 
trance fhall be miniftered unto us abundantly, into the 
_sverlafting kingdom of our Saviour Jefus Chrift; to 
kim be glory forever, Amen. 























ba Ah defirip tion of STATE RELIGION ; fupported 
 by-human-laws in the Commonwealth of Maffa- 
a Ph soauia 


E [ERE i is a-certain fomvething in this ftate, called 
LiG' ox, which the government undertake to defend 
ry ee e; and yond a certain clafs of men, called the 





















~ and'de the government. That it is clision. 
As ee ir in ; hou, not that religion mentioned by the 
e _ James, in See. i. 29, “Pure ‘Rewreron, 
d. before God and the Father, i is this, 
atherlefs and widows in their afflictions, and 
| If unfpotted from the world.” The whole 
ce Ac | 3? State Religion, proves it to be 
ad <t kind mentioned in the verfe before this; ‘If any 
.> Man among you fe vem: to be religious and bridleth not -his 
tongue, but dec reth his own heart, this man’s RELIGION 
ig vain.” itis a RELIGION, which men of unbridled 
tongues are fond 2 It is what Paul calls, ** Our Reli- 
gion.” Acts xxvi. “ After the moft ftraitelt fec of 
OUR RELicron, | ‘mite a Pharifee.” 
‘Tt is: my — to give a true defeription® of this 
ligion, as as fa capable of Going it, with- 
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ut regarding the perfon of men....This is it, according 
to the beft information I can obtain; _ . 

A compound....v. Of good words... 2» Paganifin...3, Tra: 
Wition....4. Superflition.c-§. MP meee On jOth.wansi] » 
Bondage....8. Pride....g, Gain to @ few, and. to mies 
with miferyand defirudtion ; upheld by human ri 

All this I think can be proved cam the laws:of Mat. 
fachufetts, aad from the hiltery of thofe who - = 
the er. of this religion. ! 

. The firft thing in. this religion is. GOOD -WwOR 

The ee mentions a “ Supreme Being,” of dor 
Ged,” * Teachers.of Religions? “ Lord't 
&c.. Thefe are the good words, and 
deceive the hearts of the fimple. re a. 
to read thefe good words inthe conititar 
Maffachufetts, he would think himfelf among tne)1 
upright peoplé on earth ; but what ‘muft bis min ) 
when reading the Paganif/m, Superftition, fin oe Oppref- 
fron, Bondage, Pride, and all other th LL in . equally ruine~ 

ous, which ftand with thefe good words. ; 
2. A fecond part of this compound is, Pacanism, 
By this I mean, that which originated among thofe whe 
worfhiipped idols. aig 

Almoft the whole of what was parift. religion im 
Reme, in the days of Numa, is eftablifhed by Jaw. im Maf- 
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fachufetts; andisas much paganifm under the name of 





chriftianity, as under the government of the Romans. 
People in oma nook at the name ; but let us lookiat.th 


a Gord 












is country from Em nd, 


Sthe precin& of a parochial 


church, or a.circuit 0 inhabited by people who 
Te. nder the particu- 


belong to one meecing-houle, 2 






lar chargé of its) minifter4 Se Eney.). Every perfon 
almoft in the fiate, has hepid of the parg, and of the re- . 
ligion peculiar to ite \.uye 

Where did thefe parjfh iginate?.In Rome 5. 


moreéithan two thoufar d years ago. he. Bemans cons 













sihek 


. Chriftia ty ; {upported by the 


( 273 J 


dered this kind of religion as an engine of government, 
and in all ages of Rome it has been prattifed with fuc- 
cefs. 

Romulus divided the city into thirty Curiz, that is, 
Parithes. In each parifh one man prefided, or ruled, cal- 
led Curio, or curate. Each parifh had a temple and 
God. On certain fated days the law obliged the peo- 
ple to aflemble at the public ‘hall built for that purpofe, 
and confecrated, or dedicated, to the parifh daily. The 


_ curate was elected by the parith ; his office was for life. 


re xempted from paying taxes, and bear- 
rted by public fund, and honored with 
see Rollin’s Reign of Romulus. Rob- 
r arches. 7 . 

In this fall religion ; 3 there were Curates, Flamens, 








His fami ; y Mw 


Celeres, Augurt, Veflals; Salii, Fecials, and Pontiff. Some 


: ethefe. prefided at the worfhip ; fome facrificed ; fome 
old future events; fome kept a fire burning ; fome 
played on mufical inftruments ; fome were her- 
fs and the Pontiffs ruled all the worfhippers ; and 
“—— made laws how they fhould worfhip. 
i ugh fore pretended that this Parifh Reiigion 
ime ; yet the learned in Rome know it was a cheat, 
and the theory ofthis Roman religion eftablithed by law, 
was 2 ‘og of fuperftition, incorporated inte civil. gov- 
rnment by fraud, and impofed on the Empire by force. 
What is the difference between parifh religion in 
ome, England, and chnfetts ? In Mafflachufetts, the 
rith law ro re geet There muft be a temple in 
it, dedice ‘God, they fay; but afterwards, it is 
» minifter’s- houfe ; minifter’s 
hur th; and tax. <fe is confid- 
meee parify God, for when he is gone, the: door is 
+y there is nothing to worfhip. In Maflachufetts, 
the minifter is fettled for life ; exempted from taxes, and 
fo on. Undeeimy are Ajijors, Wardens, Deacons, Ty: 
thing-men, Collectors, Singers, and’ they that play on Infirs- 
tc. i Se. Sc, This is pa anijrt under the name of 
+ of the. State. : 
— part < gpm, peculiar to hie 
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more than any other ; this was an ancient law of Rome, 


and was a part of parith religion. Such a thing as bind- 


never enjoined after the birth of Chrift, till the reign of: 
Conftantine. _Jefus nor his apoftles never bound men to 
worfhip on particular days, but told every man to be - 
fully perfuaded in his own mind. Conftantine % 
took, influenced by the clergy, to make men religi 
once in a week, and from him it is banded. : 
now a part of State Religim. 
The following account of the law. 2 
ftantine, concerning the Lord’s day, is given in 
cyclopedia, in thefe words; “It was Co 
reat, who firft made a law for the proper ok 
of funday; (or Lerd’sday) and who according Eu: 
febius, appointed it fhould be reget? celebrate 
throughout the Roman Empire. Before him, and even 
in his time, they obferved the Jewith fabbath as well as 
funday ; both to fatisfy the law of Mofes, and to imitate 
the apoltles, who ufed to meet together on the firlt day. 
By Conftantine’s law made in the year 324, 
decreed, that forthe ¢ > the fiend the do pt 
as a day of teft'in all éities ‘antl towns; but he allowed 
the country ‘people to follow their work. In the hee 
538, the council of Orleans prohibited countr hs A 

























but becaufe there were ftill many Jews in Gaul, (or 
France) ‘and the people fell into many fuperftitious ufa- 
gesin the % ation’ of the new fabbath, like thofe of 


the Jews among thiat of the old, the.council declares, that 





to hold it unlawful to travel with borfes, cattle, and car- 


riages, to prepare food, or to do any thing neceflary to 
cleanlinefs and decency of houfes, er of perfons, favours 
more of Judaiim than of Chriftiani: ty i See ape are 
ticle see ° eo ie ate 
Notwithftanding all oe laws of Ma: | 
ectning the Lord’s day, as th call i it, we are fure from 
thi is, that Conftantine was ‘the fir man who, made 
a law concerning the firft day of the week ; aad it was 
ars fo cruel,as the ftatelaw now. isythen the coun- 
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try"péople were allowed to go on their way with teams ; 
but now they mufteftop. 

If Jefus*Chrift and the apoftles have not bound us 
to one-day; the State has no right ta do it. Let every 


man be fully perfuaded in his own mind, is the declara- 


m of Paul. © This account proves, that this law to 
lake “men religious once in a week, fo that the prieft 
may get bis money, is a part of paganifm; which origi- 


) “natted in Rome, where the parifh law begun. 


~T believe*tt°a duty to aflemble together for public 
thip; onthefiritday butIdonot meet on thatday becaufe 
Mofes fay s remember the fabbath day to keep it holy ; 


a E if T didy: 1 thould meet the feventh day initead of the 


firt. I do not meet on that day becaufe the ftate law 
Mays fo; foPif 1 Bid, ic would be fabmitting to a part of 
te religion which is idolatry ; but I meet after the ex. 

of Chriit, «the apoftles, and primitive faints who 


the example of Chrift fo well, that they needed no 


» Aas bind the. n to meet once in three meas, or pay 
- fine. 

3. A third part of this compound is, TRapition. 

This means fomething unferiptural handed.down from 

ee apm p another, and believed and. practifed, 

becauf others ave done it, and not becaufe the Lord 


PBoindl dogtrines and practices, < are introduced and 
Rifed i in this*State, by the clergy ; and multitudes of 
soplere’ive themas the commands ofGod,&at the fame 
fide the commands of God, to keep their 

‘The praétice of fprinkling children, owning 

iv'iy called, being propounded, their 

ining »prielts, thankigiving and faft.days, 

riptaral, and only the. traditions of their 


Rstition, 13 a fourth part of this awful 

Superitition, Signilies ignorant worfhip; or 

iting refpedt to that which a-perfon is ignorant of. 

as the fituation of the péople in Athgns, when 

they worfhippedtthe unknown God. Paul ° be them 
sey were-too fuperttitious in all things... a 
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The Samaritans. were the 

faid, «ye worlhip you know not am 

we worthip, falvation is of the Jews 
~The greater part’ of che flate re 

‘of Maffachufets, are of this ee Te ¢ 
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aye priefi and people 
remain ‘pao norant of the: righ fan preaches 
to this clafs of people wha j gays. hé is 
confidered a deceiver, a ens, or idle ; 
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clares, that all men: are born free and equal ; this ts trne, 
and (this is the aes of true religion. The fecond arti- 
cle declares allan equal and free refpecting teligion, 
and-had it Dee this flats relizion, which has ever 
urfe er itis received, the laws of the fate 

h harmony with the fecond article of 

‘which reads thus; * It is the right, as ¥ 

of si: men in ‘fociety, publicly, and at =! 

¥ sip the Supremes Brrnc, the great © 4 

of the univerfe. - And no fubje& ~ 

y Or réftrained, i in his perton, liberty 

1¢°God, in the manner and feafon 

ates Or his own confcience ; or 

ion or fentiments ; provided he 

nea ‘peace, or obftru& others in 


which all men have to worfhip God 
ates oo their confcience:; what bu- 
men on earth to enforce that right, 
- m nto their rights ? do not men 
ot * to hold them without a law 
Sthere any need of a law to make 

r property ? furely no. All need- 
n aging them of that which 
“VE Roget 


God, and dat * no D palin fhall be 
y for doing it in the way that his 
nd that ‘non* fliall be molefted or 

: fate ‘tor fo doing ; 
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How were the poor Quakers oppreffed by this fate 
religion. They were fined, imprifoned, banifhed, and. 
hung ; though they were indultrious peaceable citizens. 
O hew a peaceable men; and good citizens, have 
been devoured by this hateful monfter ; which the clergy 

‘payi g all attention too, /eff it diz! 


or. Ba “part of this mofter called religion is, 
Baletes.. Any thing called religion, which tends to 
bondage, is cont ary to. true religion, which inftead of 
bringing free people into ‘bondage, gives liberty to thofe 
that are bound. This /fate religion, gendereth to bond- 
age; it entails bondage to pofterity, and but few of the 
children of thefe captives, dare go one ftep beyond the 

- bounds fet by their fathers. 

| I will fhew in a few particulars, wherein this Bond- 
age, called réligion, coniiits. 

» 4. It binds all the people of a parifh to meet*in one 
acey whether it is any advantage to them or not. 
Phere are many people in this State, who rea'ly think 

it wrong to meet any where éxcepting in the parifb 
hotife ; and at any time extepting when the State, or 
the minifter fays tiey muft meet. 

How would thefe people feel if they were obliged 
always to go to 6ne {tore to buy, whether the’ SS Heles 

’ were good or ba@; and/whether the man who attended 

was an hone man cra rogue. They would call it bond- 
indeed ; but, in‘ matters of much more importance 
“than thefe things, they are bound to atténd in one place, 
st what will be. read to them, and let the minifer’s char- 
adter'be ever fo bad 
“ 2. This ftate-religion binds the people to certain 
oan and forbids: on examination of their being right 
or wrong. The catechifm, (which i iS ¢ g bec y of ftate te- 
Higion' divinity.) muft be crowded into” tt | 
children by their parents in early life, ee enforced by 
the awful prefence, of a black coated, whit ewigeed prie/?, 
once in fo long’ a time, in what they call the houfe of 
God ; that is, the parifh God, the parfon. Be: is train- 
ing them up in bondage, that when they old they 
cannot depart from it ;—like Peter, they find another 
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hed, and, has bound them, and 1 nan) are lead where other wife they bd 
SMidine | would not. Next'to this fhakle, they muil own their s 
ens, have ~ baptifinal covenant 3 a yoke. of bond: dee. parents put 
he Slergy on them before they were capable of aétion ; and this 
| yoke their parents think belt for them to bear in thsir 
ligion is, youth. After this they own the covenant, and beeome 
tends to :’ a meinber. of. the minifters,c ’ = ich deprives them 
infeadof #@ of all the mental liberty th hey mult never 
r to’ thofe learn any mores but muft dwell this ASTiLeE the re- 
tobond- | mainder of their days, with the offic price) who 
-w of the keeps them.  Befides this, they mnt oS bound by law 
yond the to a prieft for life, they, razix children, their land, and 
all they have, unlefs they move into another souja,where 
his Bond- there is the fame bondage... The prie/lathey are bound 
to maintain fo long as the breat “of lif : isin him, wheth- 
et-in one er he is ufeful or not; the yrs is bou: dto them, and 
or not. they to him, for life; he can go saat he is determined 
Ny think on it; but the people cannot get rid f him, unteis they 
ie parifh pay large money to: him, to give 2p his | Kod bargain, 
State, or _ which he holds againft them for life. 
3. This is not the-whole of the Bondage belonging 
- obliged to thts ungodly mixture. _Every town, parifh, precinct, 
Particles diftri@, body politic, and religious foceity, are,bound by 
attended State law to have a public proteftant teacher of piety, re- 
it bond- : ligion and morality ; three-moaths in every fix, or pay 
portance : a fine, not lefs than thirty.dollars nor more than fixty 
ne place, for the fir negic®t and for each and every like offence 
r’s char- after the firft, a fine not lefs than fixty doliars nor mote 
than one hundred dollars, with coft.of profecution, which 
) certain money fhall be difpofed of for the public worlhip of God. 
ng right ; . "This aét is fo unju& and contrary to the rights and liber- 
ftate te- 4 ty mentioned pec Conftitution of the State of Maitia- 
5 chufetts, .that, ink it proper here to. mention it and 
reed. by make a few remarks upon. ni 
od prie/?, It was pafled March 4, 1800, and is found in Vo). 
houfe of | 3, page 105, “* Be it further enatted, that every corporate 
is train- town, parish, precinét, diftriét, and.other body politic or 
old they religious@fociety aforefaid, is hereby required to be con- 
another J itantly fappligdwith a public proteftant teacher of piety, 


religion and morality; and in defaults of ne: bo pro- 
B2 | 
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vided aril applied, for the term of three months in any 
fix months, fuch nite precin ds, diftri@, and oth- 
er emeatthe or religious fociety, which thall in the 
Fig of the ant general feflions of the peace for 
Iged of fafficient ability to be fo 
fine, for a firft offence, of a fum 
i: lars, DOT lefs than thirty ; and for 
each and every ike offenee*after the firft, a fine not ex- 
ceeding. vc hundred dollars, mor \efs than fixty: dollars ; 
together with colt: of profecution ; fach fine to be recover- 
ed by: indi&ment in the court of. gencral fefions of the 
peace inthe county where fuch dilinquen¢y may happen, 
and levied on the inhabitants compofing fuch town, par- 
ifh, precinct, diftri&, and. other body politic, or religious. 


fociety fo delingtient, in the fame manner a; other fines --- 


are ‘levied omthe inhabitants of towns. “And every fuch 
fine’ ‘Thall-be difpofed of, by order of faid court, to the fup- 
port of the public worfhip of God, in fuch religious focie- 
ty inthe fame county, as, in the opinion ot faid court, 
hall ftand moft in need thereof.” wl 

This appears to me one of the moft abot inable laws 
I ever faw, where the life isfpared. In the firft place, it 
contradiétsall that is faid concerning the rights and lib- 
erty of the people, and pofitively declares without referve, 
that all towns, parifhes, &c. fhall be conftantly fupplied 
with public proteflant teachers of piety, religion and mo- 
rality, and does not allow them to be without, any three 
months, out of fix, | 

What an unreafonable law is this ! What if thie peo- 
ple cannot find fuch teachers asthefe? Mu’ they pay a 
fine of 60 dollars? Firft' the law fays they muft have pub- 
lic proteftant teachers of piety, religion. and morality. 
Where fhall they be found? “Not a the clergy; | 
they have not entered any" proteft againtt the church of 
Rome ;. for when one of her daughters, (France) receiv- 
ed a.deep Wound, in the French revolution, the clergy - 
were all drefled ‘in mourning from Parfamaquaddy to 
Georgia, and in their faft and thankfgiving fermons, 
were conftantly lamenting the fad {tate of their fitter, the 
French catholic church and clergy. 
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Yai by money taken byforce by a court, from poor 


Dr. Ofgood of Medford, faid'in a a 
the French had put to death 24 thoufam 
ters ; or about that number. The 

ted, and not protefted ; and accordin; 
all the clergy ought to be difmiffe 

After this act was pafled, to 

have faid, “ And be i it fate acted, 
preme Being does not’ ‘fend $s many 
teachers as there are towns, parifhes , : 
bodies politic, and sh mys siet 

wealth fhall makeup t ch yng [ea in 
Cambridge furnace, who ate out of nefs._b 
fidered ufslefs.” ii 

This slay givers ter Sin 10 the people 











The corrt muft judge of thatyif they do seerhig? a aa 
lic teacher three months out of fix. The lave, fays 

fhall pay a fine from 30 to reo dollars,’ hes 
The law fhould not ftop/here ; i : faid 

be it further ena€tely? that evérpfack: cineher fiall preach 
faithfully, and conftaatly three months out of fy or i for. 
feit his falary and pay a’ fine not exceeding oO 

dollars, nor lefs than fixty.” °* And be it further enact 
that every wicked, fwearing, lying, drunken perfon, wi 
all the fearful, unbclicvingy abominable, w auhoremonger, and 
all 4 aie where cherie priefis, or others, thall. re- 
pent of all fuch fins. and turn from them, and live fober- 
ly, righteouily, and Godly, in every three monthis out 
of fix, after this law is publithed ; and for the firft, neg- 
lect, they fhall forfeit all their eftates,for the fecond neg- 
lect, they fhall fuffer: fix months imprifonment ; and for. 
the third offence, they fhall be hung by the common 
hangman as a warfling to others.” 

Had-fuch a law as this pafled, no doubt, it would 
have had ‘an uncommon effect on the abeve mentioned 
charaéters; but, inftead of this, the law only goes far 
enough to bind the people. to a fet of ufelefs idlers ; cith- 
er by obliging the people to fupport them by a tax, ora 
fine. What fort of public worthip is that which is fup- 










this lie as far as T can judge 
i, Were a number of young men too 
pad en fent to college to be made 
5 when they came out; they were fuch 
towns would not employ them ; 
de it was that this law was 
a of merchants have a cargo 
‘colt thm fifty cents per. gallon ; it 
ry ; and will not fell, the confequence 
ift be reduced at once to poverty, and 
friends for a living ; their friends to 
im, and fave their 6wn money, being influential 
} ary ina petition, that every town, parifh, 
OC plitic, and religions fociety, fhall 
| ; linciude the 
the people of 
3 Or “pay a fing not ‘xeeeding one 
ref that fixty cents; to be given to 
‘ownersof the rum. .. 

t Toe 1a be as thisbe enacted, the wicked- 
ro) I be founded: sot only through the State, 
gh the world; but when a slab of the fame na- 
Ba lied, tefpe&ing men who find no employ, un- 
lefsa ! F seople are drove to it; the law goes own with 
thes ye ajority, who think it an excellent thing to have 
fuchta» good government which drives them to Make a 
debtia ad pay it. What would be the ce wence of a 
law‘ made for people to employ lawyers, payficians, me- 

chanics{féc. three months out of every x, or pay @ fine, 
not exceeding g one hundred dollars, nor Jefs than thirty : 
There wet id foon be rebellion -in the State.’ There 
would be ‘the fame injuttice, and bondage in it that there 
is in this'law to hire priefts. The fa& is, other men find 
employment, as they are ufeful; and were the clergy a 
ufcful fer -of men; ~~ would ‘be no miked of a daw to 
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YT aN yehave ev- 
fitage to be fon The people are t ‘them kept 
in ignorance, opprefiion, amd Bondage ; on theveythings the, 
clergy fet eafy, while.the people gro: a unger, ‘them. The 
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to fupport them in in it. 

“2 ret ga any of this ftate iontter i is, “Gain To 
Jofs to many, mifery and de leltructign. iL his is at 

lai bottom of all thefe chi ings. According to the. con- 
duct of the /late clergy their ‘gainas the principal objet, 
in all they do; though they | pretend a love to the people ; 
yet we the gm fine gentleman is gone, 
he flock he before pretended te 
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love. Thefe are the men who bite with the teeth, and 
cry peace, and he that putteth not into their mouths, 
they prepare war againit him. 

How.mar z. seople have been i diphhtaa of their 
bread, and« heir on: aly ¢ V has | been fold at vendue 
to increafe.t 3 of e ‘thefe proud men who live in idle- 
nefs, whiie't eople labour night and day to fupport 
thofe men; 4 can never have enough. »” “How often 
do we héar of {kine rhore falary ; and threaten- 
ing to: leave the p: eople, ‘unilefs more is given them. 

When T was in | Rochefter, I was told of a poor man 
who had colette tallow from babery bufhes to burn 
throughithe wi 2 wr. The colleétor went to him for the 
minifter’s tax ; he told him he could not pay him as he 

lefs he ‘tock his cow. The colle@or hap- 

the ‘tallow and toid the clergyman of it, 

who ordered him to take ‘the poor man’s tallow for his 
own - ears aly poor man to jet ia the dark. 


° of their uy ers-— foltit 
or are robbed SF aN onfider it the 
wing away their moncy ; giving where 
ived no benefit. Finally they pay the 
x the: norance, opprefling them ; 
r liberty, and preventing them from 

ne th fpel of the: grace of Ged. P 

Iirecolleé&t of once reading an aceOunt of this kind, 
ctprefit to this. pont, by aman brought up in fate 


religion. | 
“Before I knew the tratl tim Jel (id be 

my patents and all the family believed in aman ., 
and were all in ‘the ‘oad to deftrudtion together ; this 
was bad; but ‘the worft of it; we had an ungedly 
pric to lead us ‘On; that was not “the worl of it ; ; we 
“paid him:a) large fum_of money every year for leading 
us down to hel it; thus the blind lead the blind on the 
way to ruin.” © how many thoufands are lead on ia 
this way by the friends of hate religion! ——_— 
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: The” if minifters and people onee bore their , 
teftimony againft this abominable moniter; but now * 
many of them are in the fame fituatioa.o per cler._ 

y; and are now a | 

rous beat 5 which w 
held by it. 


I do not think ai ‘religion is coi 
chufetts. In Connetticut, itn 
portrait ; in Sayligancrahs 
it lies wittri its Laas Se 


fed in black, ela ve 
lotte at the Vink of Werter. 


by a permit oniy. 

This fhort defeription of State Mel iow, mult fuffice 
at prefent ; as a firft leflon to what. may De 
on the fame fubjett. 
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ANECDOTES CONCERNING LUTHER. 
IT is altogether lik - that my defeription of Gate 


religion will ad an how wling of the thepherds; and it ‘ye 

is probable that the fongs of the temple will be howl- te 3 
ings. I expect this will be the cry, Smith is fubverting Bt 
Chriftianity, and endeavouring to overthrow al! religion, ie 


Without doubt it will bring on fome very difagreeable 
complaints. As a medicine in eh complaints, T would 
‘reccommend the one given to the clergy and other acad- es 
emieés in the days of Luther, on a fimilar occafion, when can 
Lather $ writings were extenfively received and aed + 

the time when the diet of Worms, was held, a treatis P. Paes 
w F publi ifhed, in which were the following, among other ‘an i 


ecdotes.”” 






The Count of Naffau,governor of Finders, Brabarty > 
and Holland, {aid to the divines at the Hague,‘ Go and ae 
preach the gofpel in fincerity and ina like Luther” qe 
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: s of Lorain, complained to Margaret 
» Gove nels of the Netherlands, that 


"The acadens 
















as 


Luther w ariftia: amity by his writings. . 
“« Who; :faid | They replied, he was 
an illiterate’ £ fo, faid the | Princefs? Then 
you whovar d, numerous, write againit 


this illiterate Monk ; and fur ly the world wil] pay more 
regard:t0 3 many icholars, than to one blockhead.” 

Let the publick compare tlrefe clerical complaints 

ar, with thofe of the prefent day, where the 

bh is a blieward, a noify fellow, much 


-bhe clergy havé lof their old arguments, a writ, 
whipping ng po ja Sanititnents and hanging ; writs 
were-then more powerft arguments than their writings 
= or nov. 


ee 


A FEW WORDS CONCERNING PHAROAH. 


WHAT is faid.in Rom. ix. concerning Pharoah 
has been tortured and) wrelted in the fame manner, as 
that concerning Jacob’ vad Efau. Thefe are fome of the 
things which are hard to be underftood, which they 
which are unlearned and unftable wreft, as they do the 
other feriptures. . The Calvinized Hopkinians, hans Fepre- 
fented Pharoah as a mark fet up by his Creator, to fhoot 
at, to fhew how God delighted‘in making fome of his 
creatures miferable. God fays hevhas no pleafure in the 
death of the wicked, they fay he-has. Who fhall merase 
the matter between the Lord and the: Calviniag 
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I raiféd thee up, that mi 
and that my. name might 
earth,” This is taken fon © sodus, i ix, 10, The .com., 


power in thee, 





mae 





mon explanation. of this verfe i is that God raifed Pharoali-~ 


into exiftence, barely to fhew his power in fending him to 
hell to be miferable to: all eternity, (assthey term it.) 
Thereis no fuch thing intimated tn thigplace. Three 
things are, mentioned here; 1. God raifed him up. 2. 
‘That he might fhew his. power in him, 3. Make his 
name known in all the earth. Be iy 
1. God raifed up Pharaoh, Where? On the throne of 
Egypt, this is where God raifed! “his isthe meaning of 
1 _ David fays,2, 
Samuel xxiii, 1. Now thefe bet tie Taft tds of David. 
David tie fon of Jeffé faid, and the man who was raifed 
up on high, the anointed of the God of Jacob.” It is plain 
here that to be raifed up, means to be madea king. ‘This 
is explained in Ai@ts, xiii. 22, “* Aad when he had re- 
moved him, he faifed up unto them David to be their 
kin 7 
a 2. What purpofe had God. a". raifing up Pharoah 
to be a king ? We are told—to fhey his‘power in him. 
People generally read {to thew his power againit him ; 
but the text fays, in him, | God thewed ee power in 
Pharaoh in this way ; Phatao’l was confidered the moft 
power ful Monarch on eatth, God fhéwed his power in 
him, when he fhewed Pharaoh and all others, that his 
power was fo great,that he could even fend an army of 
frogs or lice, and caufe g0h to yield ; and with eafe 
over him inthe bottom of the fea. Thus God fhewed 

























“his omer to be zhove all human power. ‘his is 






t Rahab meant, Jofeua, ii, 9, Or 44 “And 
the a unto the MeN, . know that the Lord hath ; giver i 
you the land, and that your sterror is fallen upon ug, and 
that all the inhabitants of the land faint becaute cf you. 
For we have heard how the Lord dried wp the water of 
the ved fea for you, when-ye came out of Egypt; and 
whatgerdid unto the two kings of the A mouites, that 
be C 
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% ul fays of, Pharaoh Rom. ix, 17, For ‘pe fcrips¥ = 
ture Ae unto af ee ee for this fame purpole have * 


ed’ hroughout ail the ° @ 
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were on the other fide Jordan, Sihon and Og 
utterly deftroyed. And as foonvas we had-heard thefe 
things our hearts did melt, neither did 1 ere remain any 
more courage in any man becaufe of you; for the Lord 
your God, he is God in heaven abov: and 1 in earth be- 
neath. +B BE» 
3- Befides this, in Pharaoh, God made this name known 
im all the earth, for when toe nations heard that’ Ifrael’s 
God had overcome thegreateft king on earth, they were 
at once convinced that his power was above all men or 
God’s befides. This.wAme made known in all the earth 
in Pharaoh, is thentioned by Nehemiah, and David— 
Nehemiah, ix. 10, And’ hewedit figns and wonders up- 
on Pharaoh, and on all ‘his fervants, and’6n’ all the peo- 
ple of his land, for thou knewelt’ that they dealt proudly 
again them; fo did thou get thee a WAM, ds’ it is this 
day.” Pfalm ix. 12, Who fent tokens and wonders 
into the mid{t of thee, O Egypt, aa Pharaoh, and up- 
on all his fervants. ‘Thy namt, O Lord endureth ‘for- 
ever; and thy memorial;,O Lord, througho' 
rations.” ii i 
By reading thefe places, we may ‘fee how in Pha- 
r20h God made his name “known in all the earth ; for to 
this day, what he did to Pharaoh, has made his name to 
be remembered among almoft all nations. 
















: agli. bs 
THE POTTER AND THE CLAY. 


THOSE who have made ufe of Jacob, and Efau, 
and Pharaoh, to prove their doctrine of reprobation, have 
never failed to meation the potter and the clay, as a 
proof of their doétrine in conneétion with the reft ; this 
makes their three-fold cord, which they fuppofe is not eaf- 
ily broken. It will not be ansifs to feareh: the feriptures 
and fee what it means concerning the clay, &c. 

The textfo oftén mentioned, is this, Romans, i ix. 21, 
“« Hath not the potter power over the clay, of ‘the fame 
iump to'make one vefiel unto honor»and ano ther to dif- 
honor 2” » 
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; if the potter has not power to make two. 
7 elimp ofclay? Yes,he has, Has 
Over men as the porter has over 
E as. Does he deal with men as 
lif alefs clay : » Hedoes not. Though 
lent for it ; yet-his ju/fice and mercy does 
fo. ~All this is fhewn in Jeremiah, 
i] 8, “1, 11, “ The word which 
sord, faying, arife and go 
1 pott ind there 1 will caufe thee to 
ree words, Thén I went downto the potter’s houfe, 
and, behold, he ape a work on the wheels, and the 
véllel that he made of clay was marred in the hand of 
the potter, fo he made itagain another veifel, as feemed 
ood to the potter to. make it. “Then the word of the 
ord came to. meé, faying ; Ohoufe of Ifracl, cannot I 
do with you as this potter ? faith the Lord. Beliold; 4s 
the clay is in the,potter’s hand, fo are ye in mine hand, © 
houfe of Iirael. At what inftant I fhall {peak cc..cerning. 
a nation, and concerning a kingdom, to pluck up, and to 
pull down, amd to deltroy it; if that nation, againft 
whom I have pronounced, turn:from their @vil, I will re- 
pent of the evil that Ithought to do unto them. And 
at what inftant I fpeak concerning a nation, and toncern- 
ing a kingdom, to build, and to plantit; if it do evil in 
my fight, that it obey not my voice, then I will repent of 
the good wherewith I faid’'I would benefit them. Now,,. 
therefore, go to, {peak to the men of Ja@dah, and to the 
inhabitants of Jerufalem, faying, thus faith the Lord, be- 
hold I frame ewil againft you, and devife a device a- 
gaint you; ret 













return ye now every oné from his evil way, 
and make your ways and doings good.” 

Hese we have the matter conterning the potter and 
the clay, explained by the-Lord to Jercmiah. He fays 
he can do with lirael asthe potter does with the clay; 
but he fays he will not; but will deal with them as ra- 
tional creatures. If they obey, it fall be well; if they 

Wrebe! it fall be ill with Aber. ¥f they fin and are threat- 
ned with deftruction, if f they repent they fxall not be def- 
ie ;. if he promifes them bleflings, if they trandgreis, 
























































man oh 
the bleffinz fhall not de given. Notwithftanding this, 
there were fome fatalifis among them, who faid there was 
no hope, and it. was belt teyo on, and’¢o what their im- 
# aginations let themed 9. verfe 12, And they faid, there 
is no hope ; but‘we will walk < jer Our own devices, and 
we willevery one do thew of Gfihis evil heart.” 
In all thatis faidid hens Otter and clay, 


ther the lealt: aitimati 1 f men being creatures 
mo Thappinéfs, d ‘mil & os te cata pretend ; 
but all is to the con , 
In’ sin.2 1 .: ™ a there i isa manifeftation 
fat God has revealed his wrath 


j fin ~~ has. faid upon the 
i ; 5 eg fia Maen} -atm . i 
oe 18. In verie 20, He fays 


J 5 eh alt age f 
xouile, becaufe when they knew God, 
‘a@s-fuewes. but became Vain in their 
imaginations. On: dt is ount “God Rpare them up unte 
vile affeGticns, verfe 2 6:8 In chapigd, verfe 6, he declares, 
; - ding to eee: 
. would 
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ia 4 the aes af Gods good- 
 oengiatiteyeircafure upwyrath againfithe day of wrath. In 
< olla ity he mentions thé@fe rebels as vefleis of wrath fit- | 


BF to detrugion§ by bis goodnefs, and long 





3 fuffering, white God had Gaited them sand fuffered them 
dong to live, and repent, “verfe 22. ee Paul had men- 
acd Jacob and Ei oh,, th tr and ‘clay ; 
" Aeffome, fhould think’ was Deelpetter offperfons, he 

we +. epeats it apait in chap. rot * For there is no differ- 









“gase between the Jew.and th ; for the fame Lord 

Oral is rich unto all thasc? m, for whofoever . 2 

cal gupon the mame oft erien2, 13. Here | 

stat plain ; ; ready inderl belicve, and ja ed 

: Efutalite for God’s. truthy me Chri, and chat 4 
. vellc] of mercy prepay for glory, | . 




















snifals of Clergy, in nt to gh the 
State Reli ion 1 cry is; “ our holy babtigion i is foon-to have 
‘the feal “death fer upon it 3 yet that pure religion . 
which cons in. vifitmg the father lels and widows in 
their affliftions, and keeping unfpotted from the world: 
is daily increafing, and the number who are born again 
has greatly increafed wens a fey months paft in New- 
En ng and. — oem 
At the prefeat time, God is ms J sot work Ais 
~ in Portfmouth. levesal ¢ mi 
fe been Sapsiaed alt wnhed C 
| e who were fexeral y ets agoy are maeab re. 
. Bred, and engaged to perfevyere in the way of truth. 
There is as great harmony among the Penk ee | 
» €ver there was fince the church was fr eda" % 
; in Kittery, near « oe oar is fu? in- 
~ ereafing. There is Something of a revival.in Stratham ;. 
sefeveral of late, among the Baptifc and Ge Wrevationalifts, 
profefs to have pated from death to life. 
In Salifbury, about twenty-four miles from Portf- 
here isa happy number rejoicing in the Lord. 
um therein the following mannen A 
“his wif@ who had formerly belonged to 
(one. of them to the Newtown church, 
@ Mhe other to Brentwood church) concluded to come off 
= fom their Articles, and Calvinifm, and to name the name 
Chrift, and have* rule but the New-'Te(tathént. 
me brother told the church he did not believé their-ar-. 
mes, and wilhed them not.to confider him one of them. 
"songer. Tour voted him under admonition for this,’ 
- and ranked him with fome of ungodly conduct. Soon 
9 Ca: 
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after they came iit , and had a in their houfe, 






























a fhort time, they) faw three of their children brought 
it, prayin ind. pré ifing God, which 










iiadaa church, int. Bis . 2 
prayer meetings on Lord’s day evenir ; the houfe was 
filled with people;:and in a few weeks ifeveral more were 
born again to joinitheir ‘ongs of praife. About the laf 
of “November, 18a Le: 1 them and found a happy 
number united in love, four were baptized, and eight 
more came forward to joi with them, making iighers in 
all: ‘Thefe in: the fear of God, agreed to lay afide all 
party name, creeds, covenants, pe 8 human doctrines, and 
mafter$ ; and to coniids 
fcripture their only rule, and to confider themfelves 
Curtstians, the ancient name given to the faints in days 
of dld, a name, which will fwallow up all the party 
nameésin the world. About ome week after, I baptized 
four more, thefe with the others made fixteen, who are 
happy inthe Lord. The work is ftill fpreading, the 
meetings are crowded, and converts are finging on the 
banks of the river, and-in other places. - 

The work of God in New-Bedford, and the towns 
aroundis: marvellous, beyond what I everfaw. When 
I left that place, which was in Odober laft, abont four 
hundred mi fifty had been baptized in five towns fince 
laft April; and converts are continually Gcreafing, 
while hundreds join their fongs. 

I have been informed, that a: charch galled Chrift- 
“aans, has lately been gathered in Knox, in the eaftern 
‘country, of fourteen in number. They came out. of a 
Freewill “baptifl church in that town. In Danville, 
{Vermont)-another has been lately gathered—one alfo 
on Fike Champlain, and one in Mountpielier. 

The number of churches who have laid afide party 
names and human rules, are con tinually. increafing, and 
the number of members are increafing alfo. /Thennion 
among thefe churches, among.the members, and “minil- 
~ ters, appears to me like that.among the faints in the days 
of the apofiles. 








the Lord abundanth d and encouraged them ; in 


| er this, ‘they held. 


> Chrift their only Maffer; the 





pub 
ers 
eres 


fair 
gone 


> 


=~ 5 


ss an. tte, at tran’ 








of, __When_the féventh num ‘tg the Magazine was 9 























Sin. | publithed, there, were fourtee shes, in the New-Tef- 
ght tament Union. There aret en, and fome oth- 
lich ers. Iam. olare gathered, or © a& to be foon. 

eld. . I thank God that in ‘this way a party fpirit is de- 
Was ‘creafing, at ¢lieve this is the only way for ali the 
ere faints to be one 3. have one name, one betes one matter, 
— I one fpirit, and thus be one body. 
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* Copy of a letter from Elder Pu 1 HarHaway fo 
a the Editor, containing-an atcouut of the work of 
ys God in Freetown, 1 8o7en-Dated July 8, 1807. 
ty 
id” af ‘“ Betovep Baoruer,in thed Mowfhip of the gofpel 
re of Chrift.... T here’ give you's fhort account of the glori- 
1€ ous work of God i Fs this place in my own foul, and a- 
ie 4 mong the people where I dwell. @ 
| As it refpects myfelf, two years ago lafi November,.'; 
is A I lo& my oldeft fon by death, which ficknefs and death 
n was blefied to me, and many. others, for the good cf our 
oe fouls. aft November, the Lord vifited this place with 
e : diftrefing ficknefs, and feveral of the young people were 
,. cut down by death ; this caufed an unufual diftrefs in my 
mind for the ee around me; butin a fhort time, in 
- : anfwer to prayer, I obtained an evidénce, that God 
would work nd that I fhould fee the youth bow. before 
the king of glory, as 1 had feen fome bow before the king 







a og of terrors. 'Thofétincommon exercifes remainedon my 
| mind until Februar y; at which time-we hada remarkable 
rain which caufed the earth &ftones to roll down the hills 
before the water.. Seeing this, fet me to pray that fin- 
ye ners might give way before the rain of righteovsnefs, as 
the earth and rocks did before. the great rain of his 

{trength. 
, soon after this, I afked two orthree of my acquaiat- 
ance tohave a prayer meeting at-my houle ;—they: ap- 
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peared willing, and we appointed aday. I did not ex- - 


» \pe&t.more than ten-or twelve people at the meeting ; but, 


Bi to my joy there were about hfty people who attended. 


‘This meeting I believe will be remembered 4 Many as 
Jong as they live. The power of the Hely Ghoft feem- 

ed to come down like rain upon the mown grafs. I re- 

quefted thafe who werein diftrefs to manife by rifing 
- up. Fifteen rofe up and eight cried ott, that were burd- 
ned finners, and undone. This meeting was on the sth 
of March. Before this time, the people had been in a 
very Pupid fituation for feveral years, excepting the few 


who \ere awakened and fet at liberty foon after the 


death Of my Son. ~ 

From the sth of March we have continued our pray- 
er meetings every Thurfday to this time. Some days 
there hasbeen three or four ‘hundred to attend a prayer 
meeting. Our meetings on Lord’s days have increafed 
prety and the number who have been pricked in the 
Beart has alfo increafed with the increafing affembly. 
The firit perfon baptized Jaft {pring, was cne who 
cried out in diltrefs at the firft prayer meeting in my 


houfe. Soon after this, three more were baptized, and: 


mn a-fhort time two more. May 21, eight were baptiz- 
ed, and the next week eleven. On the 4th of June, two 
Tore were baptized. July rift, five fubmitted baptifm, 


on the sth two more. In one of our prayer meetings in- 


June, there were the moft people in diftrefs, I ever faw in 
one aflemble ; about 80 people, appeared in greet truu- 
ble, viewing themfelves without God: and Chrift in the 


‘world. «The work is ftill increafing, and there are a. 


number who give‘an evidence of being: born agains that 
have net been baptized. I expegiito baptize five or fix 
to day. Such a glorious jay was never feen in this 


county before. 

I think it proper-to give you.a fhort account of the 
gathering of the church of Chrift-in this place, Before 
the revival laft {pring, there were a few who had been 
members of a* baptift church, which had been diffolved 
for many years. As feveral had been baptized, they 
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concluded that it was duty to confider themfelves a com- 
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pany or body. May 13; 1867; the brethren and ‘fillers 
met, and. fpake their minds concerning the church of 


Chrift:. All were agreed that to oe cog a-baptift ; 


church, or to have a fét of articles, or ch covenant, 
or platform: was contrary to the new ne what thae 
they ought to leave all fuch things behind. The whole 
company:mutually agreed to lay afide all party 1A Ue Fy 
human do@rines, and riles ; to cali themfelves CurisTIAns, 
and to confider Chrift their only Matter, and the new 
teftament their only rule, and to own all the childremof 
God as their brethren, and to endeavour to walk in new- 
nefg,of life. “This was a happy,heavenly*meeting to our 
fouls.. There are now 52 members ia fellowfhip with 
each other, walking i in love, and endeavouring to keep 
the unity of the dpirit in the bond of peace. O ma this 
glorious work and kingdom: fpread through all ‘the 
earth. 

Iam your unworthy brother; and fellow laborer in. 


the kingdom of cur Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift,” 


PHILLIP HATHAWAY. 


eet I 


Copy of a letter from Mr. Baice, miniftér of the 
firht parifh in Kittery, to ¥fg. CHANDLER, of 
New-Giloceftér.....Dated Kittery, April 17, 
1807. 


DEAR Sir, 

«T HAVE not ret you fince we left College, al- 
though [have repeatedly heard from you. -T am fettled 
in Kittery the firft parifh. Ihave enjoyed mach peace 
and happinefs here. We havea man with us by the 
name.of Stinchfield ; he fays that he ‘ts from New-Glo- 
cefter, and that he bi there a wife, and five or fix child- 
ren. He ftates to us, that he was directed by God, to 
leave his family, and to come to Kittery to preach the 
gofpel. He Has caufed a great number to folow hia, 
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has ut a great number into.the water, and has 
great divifion in my parith, My people have 
that he is a great and.good man. ‘I wifh, Sir, , 

d be fo good as to give mea hiftory of this man, : | 
sefs, aud greatnefs, and badnefs, &c. | ; 


: WILLIAM BRIGG. 
Mr. CHanncer. 


N. B. It is expected that an anfwer to the above, 
- will appear in the next number. 


ee 


| State Religion decd, and a Speech ai his grave. 


HERE lies buried; State Religion, who under the ‘ 
name and habit of religion, tuder the countenance and 
clothing of a fheep, became the moft favage and‘ramp- 
ant plunderer and wafter of human fociety. Who made 

_ fearful inroads on all civil commerce, and left civil/and 
religious liberty expiring. A warrior well furnifhed ‘with 
all arts politic and polite, with the knotty embarra{fiments 
of criticifm, the hampering chains and fubtilities of:logic, 
and the javelins of tongue and pen, with the roariag or- 
dinance of councils and cannons, and all the artillery ot 
the fchool and gown. Fury, hatred and mifchief, love 
of this ‘world, pride and difdain, with perjuries, falfehood 
pious frauds and raging party zeal, were his neceffary 
and conftant attendants. . High encomiums end endie!s 
applaufe of guides infallible, and faith implicit, of hered- 
stary and divine right, of unlimited power and paffive’c. 
hedience’to tyrant prieffs and dings, with the immortal 

praife and merit of ftupid ignorance and biind fubmiffion, 

a were heralds to prepare his way. Trifles and tricks, and 
‘s folemn fooleries, legends and filly tales, old almanacks, 
» and mouldy*mufty relicks, fweepings ofiancient tombs, 
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: Rec atide, ‘s 
vows, pilgrimages, chatms z n confecrations, rites, a 
folete and novel ceremonies both decent and isidegent, 
monkifh vows, and {uperftitious aulterities, with words: 
of facerdotal abfolution, and facerdotal vengeance,fauibs, — 
crackers, ex-comniunications; curfes, rearing bulls, and 
vain thunders, mixed up with priefthy ace nen Si eae es 
black, were his delicious food,””—all thefe are to lye with © 
hum forever.... WEEP NOT AT HIS GRAVE, ~~~ 
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An Ode on the death and burial of State Religion’ 
upheld by the ford of the Magifiratérr- "== 


ang aE ad ep at here forever le 


Shadow of grace, fubfantial fin, a 

Religion’s mafk and gaudy drefs, ee 

The form and foe of holinefs, a Xe 

Thenmage and the plague of zeak divine. 

His dwelling was the church ; in doulsle fhape, 

Half was.a murdering wolf, and half a mimuc ape. 
2. A monfter horrid to the fight, 

Hideous deform’d and void of light ; 

*T was born at-Rome, twas nurs’d at hore, 

In thesdark cloifters of the Vatican ; 

His lungs;infpir’d with heaving lies, 

His bulk well fatten’d to prodigious fize, 

With gun-powder and blood of man. 


3. Ancient inhabitant of Spain, 
And long in France a welcome gueit : 
Over the continent and main, 


eg 


Over: the old world and the new, a 
Mankind agd money to purfue, eee oe 
On dragon’s wings the harper flew, * | bY 
And gave its feet no reft. I: 4 

4. All languages this fury fpake, ; ‘ 
And did of either fex partake, rite 


Flaming enligh@ner of the mind, 7 
And headlong leader of the blind, fy 


-) yn aS 
or + he 
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Oft aot he drag'd the doubtful tongue to {peak, 
By abhi pain’d confcience left the ruth behund. 3 
p= iword, and fire, ete 
whole tribes of men ‘expire; , coat 

pos th ikies ‘their’ ‘groaning whofts he hurl’d, 
eros converter ofthe world. ...» 
































a is shag sf lettione in all the arts of. blood ; ie 
v ws Skill’ to contrive or counterfeit * APs % : 
Te yiterious mifchief, plots of ftate, | 


: _ Fhofe murd’rous engmés to deftroy the good:. 
i . 5, A purple prelate, choen to prefide 
“Ovet the whole ignation drove 
And all the clergy tribe befide, 
~All but the happy few who mix’d their zeal W with love. 
. In every different fe& ’twas known, 
He niade the caffack and the cow/'liis own, 
em ftalk’d-in fortnal cloaé, now fhutter’d in ae en: 





ig swhat dark hour foev2r aad 
ery irft divan at Rome’ were meét, ow 
Cat holic faith to propagate, 3, 


és ‘This moniter fill'd ‘the- chair, Beats 
vat conclave Ar@is.d in doanéts CGR: "ars : 
With three-crown’'d tyrant at them heads.) 5 
Made him their privy counfellor, a 
“The inguijition court (a bloody crew, 
Artful to fet the folerin trap 
That fets no heretic'efcape,) 
Owns him her prefident.and escdec & too. 


7, Oft as the church in‘eaft or weftern lands 
Rifing again{t herfelfin arms; . | 
In her own bloodéeibbew'd her, hands ; 
This chief led on th’. unnatural: war, 
“Or did the bloody ftandard bear, 
‘Or found the fierce alarms; 
“Victorious fill, (and what can more be {aid 
“Of all the living. warriors, or the heroes dead!) 


tees Ca © ®. Shout at the graye, fe) traveller ; 

a, “Triumphant joys that reach the fkies 

-Ar. here the jufteft obfequies ;_ 

“Shout thrice; then flee afar _ 

-Thefe pois’nous ftreamis and ftenches of the igpulchre; 
~-Go, tutn thy face to heaven, and pray, 

That fuch. an hateful monfter never may 
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